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The truth behind the tradition of bearing palms goes to the story of Palm Sunday, when 

the people heard that Christ was coming and “they took out palm branches and went 

out to meet him and cried out ‘Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord, [even] the king of Israel.’” (John 12:13). It was a tradition to spread palms 

before a king as he processed into his city. It was a way to welcome him, to show him 

glory and homage. Thus, Christ, the true King, was welcomed into Jerusalem.  
   

 

 

    

How Often We Fall 
From Bishop Tobin 

   

In the traditional Stations of the Cross written by St. Alphonsus Liguori, Jesus 
falls three times as he carries his Cross on the road to Calvary. It’s a brutal, 
painful scene to contemplate. Jesus, exhausted from the betrayal and 
battering, the torture and trials he has suffered, is forced to carry the heavy 
cross, the instrument of his own death, through a hateful, jeering crowd, to the 
place of his public execution. Each time he fell, he was even weaker, drained 



of strength. How much pain he must have felt, crushed to the ground with the 
weight of the Cross landing on his bruised and broken body. 
 
Read more 

   

    

 

 

    

Bishop celebrates Mass on the Solemnity of St. Joseph 
   

PROVIDENCE — Bishop Thomas J. Tobin 
celebrated Mass on Friday, March 19, at the 
Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul, 
Providence, marking the Solemnity of St. 
Joseph, a very beautiful and important feast 
day in the life of the Church. 
 
In his homily, Bishop Tobin reminded all 
those gathered for daily Mass to pray that 
they will benefit from St. Joseph’s example of 
faith and trust. 
 
Read more 
 
Learn more about the Year of St. Joseph 
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Reflections on a Year to Remember 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 
   

This week marks one year since the pandemic made an indelible imprint on 
Rhode Island Catholic and our readers. A week before, on March 19, 2020, we 
published what would be our last print version of the newspaper until June 11, 
when we returned to home delivery with our coverage of the Ordination of Father 
Hiep Van Nguyen to the priesthood. With our chancery offices closed indefinitely, 
as COVID-19 infections spread across the nation, we continued our coverage of 

https://thericatholic.com/stories/how-often-we-fall,12183
https://thericatholic.com/stories/bishop-celebrates-mass-on-the-solemnity-of-st-joseph,12186?
https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/the-year-of-st-joseph


the news and happenings across the Diocese of Providence but delivered that 
content to readers through our long-established website and our social media 
pages. 
 
Read more 

   

    

 

 

    

Pope at Audience: Mary near to those who die alone in 

pandemic 
   

At the weekly General Audience, Pope Francis reflects 
on the theme of prayer in communion with Mary, and 
says Our Lady is at the bedside of those who die 
alone without the comfort of their loved ones. 
 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Francis 
reflected on the beauty of the maternal 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

Read more 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

    

Pope: Witness with tenderness, not moralism 
   

During his Angelus address, Pope Francis said witness to Christ must reflect 
God’s style of closeness, compassion and tenderness. 
 
Watch below. 

   

https://thericatholic.com/stories/reflections-on-a-year-to-remember,12188?
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-03/pope-francis-mary-annunciation-catechesis-prayer.html


 

   

 

 

    

In case you missed it! 

The Diocese on Social Media 
   

https://youtu.be/pcGwKE7OOr0
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Catholic schools working to keep students safe during 

pandemic 

‘The spread of the virus dictates the steps that we take,’ says St. 

Raphael principal 
   

PAWTUCKET — Several 
dozen teenagers, all of them 
wearing masks, walked 
along Walcott Street on a 
recent mild Friday afternoon 
in Pawtucket’s Quality Hill 
District. 
 
Daniel Richard, the principal 
of St. Raphael Academy, 
stood on the sidewalk, 
saying hello and greeting a 
few of the students by name 
as they walked to their 
classes across St. Ray’s urban campus. 
 
“The kids have been very faithful about wearing their masks, and not 
complaining about it, which is refreshing to see,” Richard said as he later 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/ThomasJTobin1


escorted a visitor inside one of St. Ray’s academic buildings, where signs with 
arrows directed foot traffic one way down the hallways. 
 
Read more 
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Great photos from our Catholic Schools 
   

Click here to learn more about Catholic Schools in Rhode Island. 
   

      

      

St. Mary Academy-Bay View, East Providence - Girls 6-12 
We wrapped up our spring Spirit Week with Color Day! 

Students wore their class colors to show their Bay View Spirit! 
Learn more - bayviewacademy.org  

   

      

https://thericatholic.com/stories/catholic-schools-working-to-keep-students-safe-during-pandemic,12181?
https://www.catholicschools.org/
http://www.bayviewacademy.org/


Fr. John V. Doyle School, Coventry - PreK-8 
Our teachers are ready for Reading Week 
as we celebrate National Reading Month 

Learn more - fjvd.org 
 

   

      

Sacred Heart School, East Providence - K-8 
Stations of the Cross 

Learn more - sacredheartepri.com  
   

 

 

    

2021 Guidelines 

 
Click here for the 2021 Guidelines 
and Regulations for Lent. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    

 

 

    

ASL Interpreted Masses for Holy Week and Easter 

St. Patrick Church, Providence 
   

http://www.fjvd.org/
http://www.sacredheartepri.com/
https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/documents/2021/1/Lenten_Guidelines%202021.pdf


The Office of the Apostolate with People with Disabilities and the Ministry for 
the Deaf and Hard of Hearing invite you to the following ASL Interpreted 
Masses at St. Patrick Church, 244 Smith Street, Providence: 
 

• Palm Sunday, March 28 at 9:15 a.m.  
• Holy Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m. 
• Easter Sunday, April 4 at 9:15 a.m.  

 
Reservations required 
Seating is limited, advance reservations required, please contact Irma I. 
Rodriguez at 401.278.4578 or irodriguez@dioceseofprovidence.org. 
 
ASL Masses will be live streamed 
The Holy Masses listed above will all be live-streamed here or click the image 
below to view. 

   

    

 

 

    

The Celebration of Holy Week 

at the Cathedral of Saints Peter & Paul, Providence 
   

For more information 
Contact the Cathedral at 401.331.2434. Download the schedule here. 
 
Watch the live stream! 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. Masses with Bishop Tobin to be live streamed 
Watch the live stream of Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday 10:00 a.m. Mass 
with Bishop Tobin from the Cathedral of SS Peter & Paul, here, or 
visit YouTube.com and search "Diocese of Providence." 

   

mailto:irodriguez@dioceseofprovidence.org
https://vimeo.com/stpats
https://files.constantcontact.com/88e91926001/2f2a435a-3b92-40f1-9aa3-2721a3584b5a.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChFhJ0ifWjFbAIju7vsHb-g/featured
https://www.youtube.com/
https://vimeo.com/stpats


    



 

 

    

You are invited . . . 
   

 

   

 

 

    

Holy Week Masses at our Catholic Cemeteries 
   

For more information, contact the Diocesan Office of Catholic Cemeteries at 
401.944.8383. Download the schedule here. 

   

https://files.constantcontact.com/88e91926001/5dc92430-e404-4b96-b911-e6bab3191828.pdf


 



 

 

    

Pope Francis' schedule of events for Holy Week 2021 
   

The Holy See Press 
Office releases Pope 
Francis’ schedule for 
Holy Week this year. The 
Mass of the Lord Supper 
on Holy Thursday will be 
presided by Cardinal 
Giovanni Battista Re and 
the Good Friday Way of 
the Cross meditations 
will be prepared and 
animated by a Scouts 
group, a Roman parish and other young people. 
 
Read more 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

    

Unable to attend Holy Mass? 

Learn how to Make a Spiritual Communion 
   

March 2020, at the start of the pandemic, Rev. Jeremy J. Rodrigues, S.T.L., 
Administrative Secretary to the Bishop & Director of the Office for Divine 
Worship, Diocese of Providence, recorded videos for the faithful explaining 
"How to Make a Spiritual Communion." 
 
Available here in English, Portuguese and Spanish. 

   

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-03/pope-francis-holy-week-easter-2021.html
https://dioceseofprovidence.org/news/how-to-make-a-spiritual-communion


 

   

 

 

    

It's not too late! 

Registration extended for 2021 Faith Formation Convocation 
   

https://youtu.be/Gg0m9OLRzoI


 

   

 

 

    

Registration is now open for Mother of Hope Camp 

Summer 2021 Season 
   

Bring the family and visit camp at the OPEN HOUSE, Sunday, May 15 from 
11:00am to 3:00pm! 
 
More information at motherofhopecamp.com. 

   

https://motherofhopecamp.com/
https://faithformationconvocation.com/registration


 

   

 

 

    

Catholic Men's Conference 

Saturday, April 17 

Register now 
   

https://www.discovercatholicfaith.org/mens-conference
http://motherofhopecamp.com/


    

 

 

    

Diocesan Youth Day 2021 

Save the Date! 
   

https://www.discovercatholicfaith.org/mens-conference


 

   

 

 

    

Learn more about how you can support the mission of the 

Diocese of Providence 

Click here - thank you! 
   

https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/giving
https://dioceseofprovidence.org/cca
https://www.catholicyouthri.com/


 

   

 

 

    

Need some help? 
   

https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/giving


 
Need help during these challenging days? 
Contact us here. 
 
 
Learn more - 
Click here to see the good work of your Catholic 
Charities donation in action. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

    

The Rhode Island Catholic 
   

After having moved all publishing 
to the RI Catholic website as the 
pandemic began to unfold, the 
diocesan newspaper has 
returned to print! 
 

*Click here to subscribe 
to the RI Catholic* 

 
Find the RI Catholic online: 

• www.thericatholic.com 
• Facebook 
• Twitter 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

    

Live-streamed and pre-recorded Masses 
   

 

Please consult parish websites, 
bulletins, and social media for the 
most up-to-date Mass times. 
 

Be reminded that some parishes may 
continue with live-streaming liturgies, 
Mass times may change, and each 

parish will have guidelines in place for parishioners. 
 
Regular Masses 
During the COVID-19 Crisis, please consult parish websites, bulletins, and 
social media for the most up-to-date Mass times. Some Masses will also 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/documents/2021/1/Catholic%20Charities%20Social%20Services%20-%20Directory%20of%20Services%2001.19.21.pdf
https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/cca
http://www.thericatholic.com/subscribe.html
http://www.thericatholic.com/subscribe.html
http://www.thericatholic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicRI/
https://twitter.com/RICatholic


continue to be posted on the diocesan website page dedicated to parish live-
streamed/pre-recorded Masses. Find it here. 
 
Special Devotions & Public Worship 
As in the past, please consult your parish's bulletin, website, and social media 
pages for the specifics relative to special devotions, the Rosary, and 
more. Find parish contact and website information here. 

   

 

 

    

Watch Sunday 10:00am Holy Mass live from the 

Cathedral of SS Peter & Paul, Providence 
   

 

   

 

 

    

Stay in touch 

Get help, follow the Diocese on social media, and more 
   

 
Need Assistance? 
Contact our Offices of Catholic Charities & Social Ministry 
 

__________________________________________ 
 
 
Stay up-to-date with what is happening in our diocese: 
 
Bishop Tobin on Twitter 
 
Diocese of Providence website 
Diocese of Providence Facebook page 
Diocese of Providence on Twitter 
Diocese of Providence YouTube page 
 
Cathedral of SS Peter & Paul website 
Cathedral of SS Peter & Paul on Twitter 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/news/fyi-television-masses
https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/parishfinder
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https://twitter.com/ThomasJTobin1
https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/
https://www.facebook.com/dioprov
https://twitter.com/dioprovidence
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChFhJ0ifWjFbAIju7vsHb-g/featured
https://www.providencecathedral.org/
https://twitter.com/providencecath1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChFhJ0ifWjFbAIju7vsHb-g/featured


Watch Cathedral TV on YouTube 
   

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

    

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Providence 
Office of Communications 

One Cathedral Square, Providence, RI 
   

 

 

    

Click here to sign up and receive our eNewsbulletins 

  

   

This e-Newsbulletin is funded in part by your annual support to 
the Catholic Communication Campaign. Thank you! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsjtPd0tMbUIAbY_A4irNdQ/featured
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=0019NWEzvrUeHq26kqdmcbIXbwrCePr_rbD
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https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/diocesan-news
https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/news/how-to-make-a-spiritual-communion
https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/news/fyi-television-masses
https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/covid-19-response
http://www.heatri.com/
https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/resuming-public-worship
http://www.thericatholic.com/the-imitation-of-christ/
https://dioceseofprovidence.org/holy-week-amp-easter
https://www.dioceseofprovidence.org/office-of-compliance


 
email: communications@dioceseofprovidence.org 

web: www.dioceseofprovidence.org 
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